Participation is Not a Panacea by Ricker, Britta
Participation is not a panacea 
Britta Ricker, PhD
University of Washington Tacoma
@bricker
20 May 2017 Taking Action Through Citizen Science and Public Participation 1
20 May 2017 Taking Action Through Citizen Science and Public Participation 2
Data from
Grassroots Communities
Data from 
Government/Industry
Database
20 May 2017 Taking Action Through Citizen Science and Public Participation 3
Data from
Grassroots Communities
Data from 
Government/Industry
Database
Knowledge 
Transfer
Citizen Science
Public Participatory Geographic Information Systems (PPGIS)
Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI)
20 May 2017 Taking Action Through Citizen Science and Public Participation 4
Citizen Science
Public Participatory Geographic Information Systems (PPGIS)
Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI)
Collection of spatial data is purposive and agency-driven involve citizens in the 
planning and data collection, qualitative data and quantitative. Aim to connect 
“authority” with community. Process driven. 
(Hachmann et al., 2017)
Citizens as a source of data and complementation of science
“democratic research” Process driven.
acquisition of spatial data through the use of humans who carry GPS enabled devices
Gathering and sharing data by an individual
Knowingly or unknowingly – Data driven
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Matching up the data
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Invitation to participate
Medium = who 
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Laura 
Chipley
Civic Hacking
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Data Journalism
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Project Design 
Considerations
Process and Output 
Environmental Change in Barbados
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“I see these 
changes 
everyday but I 
never stopped to 
think about it.”
Process Output 
“The challenge is 
getting all of 
the data to the 
right people…
it is 
not about the 
robots, it is about the data”
Robin Murphy, TED 2015
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Use GIS for 
good.
Thank you!
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Thank you, Resistance GIS organizers! 
@bricker
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